From the first time the LA Galaxy stepped onto the field in 1996, the club has been synonymous with flash, style and most importantly, winning. In the early years of the club, and all of MLS, the Galaxy were dominated by high-profile and flamboyant stars such as goalkeeper/forward Jorge Campos and his one-of-a-kind, neon goalkeeper kits; Cobi Jones, known equally for his pace and skill as he was for his flowing dreadlocks; and Salvadoran midfielder Mauricio Cienfuegos, who stood just 5-foot-6 but was a wizard with the ball at his feet. Despite the talent of those players and a host of other stars on those early Galaxy squads, wins but not championships followed.

As the new century arrived, the focus shifted slightly, favoring substance, and most importantly the quest to win silverware, over style. But that is not to say that the club lost its flair for the dramatic. Despite never having won in MLS Cup, LA won their first trophy in January 2001, claiming the CONCACAF Champions’ Cup, which established the Galaxy as the best club team in the region. Later that year, a U.S. Open Cup title followed, but the one goal that had eluded the club, an MLS Cup championship, continued to do so. The quest to be labeled MLS champions finally came to an end in 2002, when, behind the record-setting goal scoring exploits of Guatemalan forward Carlos Ruiz, the Galaxy were able to beat the upstart New England Revolution 1-0 in extra time to win the title. Not surprisingly, it was Ruiz, who had scored more than 30 goals that year between the regular season and playoffs, who provided the game-winner, setting off jubilant celebrations amongst Galaxy fans everywhere. 

With their first championship in tow, the Galaxy moved to their new home, The Home Depot Center, in 2003. The crown jewel of soccer-specific stadiums in the United States, the stadium was the perfect setting for the Galaxy to continue their trophy-winning ways. However, it would take until 2005 for the club to add to their collection of championships. First came a second U.S. Open Cup, which was won at home in Southern California just like their first Open Cup title four years prior. A few months later, the impressive “Double,” something that has been accomplished only three times in the history of MLS, was achieved as LA won their second MLS Cup. Once again it was the Galaxy beating the New England Revolution 1-0 in extra time with the lone goal scored by a Guatemalan, as “Pando” Ramirez returned the MLS Cup to the Southland.

The second decade of MLS has seen the Galaxy reach unimagined heights both on and off the field with the acquisition of players like Landon Donovan, who led LA to the 2005 MLS Cup championship, followed two years later by the signing of David Beckham. While success was at first slow to come following the addition of Beckham, things began to change with the arrival of head coach Bruce Arena, whom the club hired in August 2008. In four full seasons under Arena, the Galaxy have won the Supporters’ Shield twice, reached MLS Cup three times and are now the reigning back-to-back MLS Cup champions, defeating the Houston Dynamo in both 2011 and 2012 in front of record crowds at The Home Depot Center. Foreign stars like Beckham, Robbie Keane and Juninho have been instrumental in LA’s recent success, as have American stars like Donovan, Omar Gonzalez and Sean Franklin.

Through the first 17 years of MLS, no team has enjoyed more success than the Galaxy with their MLS record-tying four MLS Cup championships, a record eight MLS Cup appearances, two Open Cup titles and a CONCACAF crown. But despite all that success, with the team and the structure currently in place, the future looks even brighter for the Galaxy.